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Welcome Cal 20 Sailors!

to the 2002 class championshipscommodore’s welcome

Cal 20 Class Association
    Volume 36 • Number 2

Official Publication of the

As Commodore of the Royal Vancouver Yacht Club, it gives me great pleasure to
welcome the Cal 20 sailors planning to attend the Class Championships to be held at
our Club in August this year.

Cal 20 sailing is a classic part of competitive sailing in Vancouver and I believe
the wind, water and currents are ideal for the Cal 20 class. It has been said that
Vancouver can reduce the most hearty and skilful sailor in to a nervous wreck, and
what could be more fun than that!

If you are up to it, and I am hopeful that you are, please come with your best
competitive spirit coupled with a strong desire to have fun especially after the racing as
my guest in our Club.

David R. Everett
Commodore
Royal Vancouver Yacht Club

Royal Vancouver Yacht Club
Vancouver, BC
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CLASS ASSOCIATION OBJECTIVE: The Cal
20 Class Association’s objective shall be to pro-
mote Cal 20 racing under the rules of the Asso-
ciation, and to vigorously protect the one-design
features of the Cal 20 as designed by C. Will-
iam Lapworth, built by Jensen-Wenke or its suc-
cessors, and configured as allowed by the As-
sociation Bylaws.
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CAL 20 NEWS is published four times a year in
April, June, September and December by the
California 20 Class Association, a non-profit or-
ganization. Members are urged to contribute ar-
ticles and bits of information. Deadline for re-
ceiving contributions is the 10th of the preced-
ing month for that issue. Late contributions are
subject to editing as deemed necessary. An at-
tempt will be made to return all material where
the author so requests, but no guarantee is im-
plied. Please send all contributions to: Glenn
Selvin, 8432 Basin Circle, Huntington Beach, CA
92646, E-mail: ghselvin@ix.netcom.com

NOTICE: While we fully believe that the material repre-
sented is completely factual; neither the Association
nor its officers can be held responsible for the content
of this newsletter.

presidentfrom the

Colin Jackson

I just returned from Victoria’s fleet championship and it was an abso-
lutely delightful weekend with great weather, superb hospitality and some great
sailing to boot.  23 boats competed in the event and I think it is safe to say
everyone had a great time.

10 years earlier I did this event for the first time and it was amusing to
see the same boat I sailed on then several owners later with a fresh paint job.
Arf-a-mo had sold years ago and became a cruising Cal named Tahiti.  Last
weekend she sailed by us with the name Lemon Pie.  This makes me wonder

how many names the boat has actually
had.  For that matter, it would be interest-
ing to know how many different colors she
has been.

Yet no matter how many things
change, some things stay the same.  Harry
Marshall, the backbone of the Victoria fleet
still called to ask me who was coming for
dinner – almost the exact conversation of
10 years ago.   Janet Stamper once again
towed her little blue boat behind her bigger
blue boat with the help of her two long time
crew members, John and Des.  The first

thing I heard from Des upon getting to Victoria was the fact that they narrowly
averted a crisis; the big boat and the Cal were to be put in opposite ends of the
marina until they did some fast talking.  Again, I swear this was the same conver-
sation as 10 years ago.  Janet and Harry have been sailing these boats for
longer than I’ve been able to walk and the fact that these two dedicated individu-
als keep pushing along the Cal 20 fleets around here makes it easy to under-
stand how these boats keep getting recycled and continue showing up on the
line with different skippers, different names and different colors.  Everything is
different, yet the fun factor is the same.  I’d like to say a heartfelt thank you to
Harry and Janet for keeping this whole thing together.

So it comes time to put in a plug for our sailing here in August.  Doug
McLean, Ron Wood, Joby Easton and the crazy crew of Strait Shooter have all
come and sailed with us and plan to do it again this summer.  Hopefully you will
have the chance to start your own tradition of traveling to great regattas.  In
sitting up late last night I wondered for a moment why I wanted to have this event
in my home town.  It is certainly a lot easier to pack up the boat and drive a
couple days each way to California to sail in someone else’s Class Champs
when compared to trying to build an entire regatta from scratch.  I recall the
basic reason is the fact that try as I might I can’t convince everyone to pack up
and head to an event 2000 miles away.  By bringing it to Vancouver we will have
the chance to let this event touch some people who have never seen anything
like it.  The biggest challenge is making sure some of the people who make it
work down south are here to help make it work in Vancouver.  We are going to
have a great time here.  Figure out what we can do to help you get here and
then let us know.  We don’t want you to miss it.  See you in August.
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Fleet 1 • Alamitos Bay, CA
Lee Smith

9702 Stanford, Garden Grove, CA 92841
H (714) 636-4787 • O (714) 896-4412

E-mail: smithig@earthlink.net

Fleet 2 • Newport Harbor, CA
Mike Wiley

2 Park Plaza, Irvine, CA 92614
 (949) 756-5900

Fleet 3 • San Diego, CA
Bob Goggin

6202 Friars Road #223, San Diego, CA 92108
(619) 294-8175

lmcclure@sdcoe.k12.ca.us

Fleet 4 • Los Angeles Harbor, CA
Bill Crook

517 Paseo Lunado, Palos Verdes, CA 90274
H (310)541-5724 • O (562)491-1228 x3110

Fax (310)544-4904

Fleet 5 • King Harbor, CA
Gerald Langton

4715 Highgrove Avenue, Torrance, CA 90505
H (310)373-2785

Fleet 6 • Marina Del Rey, CA
Bill Pistey

102 N. Citrus Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90036
H (323)935-9479

Fleet 7 • Portland, OR
Steve Rander

7612 S.E. 32nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97202
H (503)777-3688 • O (503)735-0569

Fleet 11 • Detroit, MI
Bill Sporer

889 Hidden Lane,
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

H (313)886-5196
E-mail: fwsescape@home.com

Fleet 12 • Kaneohe Bay, HI
Adam Sutton

PO Box 13, Kaawai, HI 96730
H (808)237-8044 • Fax (808)247-8044

Fleet 13 • Victoria, BC, Canada
Peter Vivian

3910 Woodhaven Tce., Victoria, B.C. V8N
1S6

H(250)477-2746
E-mail: pvivian@shaw.ca

Fleet 17 • Long Beach, CA
Bruce Dybens

608 Edith Way, Long Beach, CA 90807
O (562) 436-5203

Fleet 32 • San Francisco, CA
Howard Martin

3750 Elston Avenue, Oakland, CA 94602
H (510)530-4787 • O (510)785-9900

Fleet 38 • Vancouver, BC, Canada
Ed Chessor

4021 W. 31st Ave, Vancouver, BC V6S 1Y7,
Canada

H (604)224-0967
E-mail:echessor@interchange.ubc.ca

Fleet 39 • Dallas, TX
Tony Garrett

6006 Azalea, Dallas, TX 75230
H (214)691-6673

Glenn Selvin

repor te d i t o r ’ s

Traditionally, this issue comes out right before the Class Champion-
ships, and this year is no different.  This issue has always keyed in on local
sailing conditions for the championship venue, so as to help the non-locals
better learn the area in which they’ll be sailing.

Don Martin, designer of the Martin 242, helps us out with a very informa-
tive article on tides, currents, winds, etc. in the Vancouver area, so commit this
to memory, study it, and then go out and show the Canadians what’s up!  There
are also lots of pictures, so tape them to your bulkhead for better reference!

Dennis LeFeaux of North Sails, also in Vancouver, writes us another
article, also keying in on local sailing conditions.  Dennis has been extremely
successful racing up in BC, so he certainly brings a lot of experience to the
table!  I always like to get two different opinions on the venue, as oftentimes one
person sees things differently than another!

Anita Gales writes us her last article of her “Memo to the Silver Fleet”
series.  She and Dick Edwards, both employees of Boeing, have been trans-
ferred to Houston, and are trying to sell their very successful Cal 20 #101, aptly
named PCH.  Dick has been getting into sailing Catalina 22’s and J22’s in
Houston.  Also, due to Anita and Dick’s transfer to Houston, we also have two
spots open on the Board, but that’s a whole other issue!

The Cal 20 News is compiled and written for the enjoyment of the Cal 20
Class Assoc, and always needs articles, pictures, etc.  Please keep ‘em coming!

Dues are past due...the
Treasurer is getting cranky!
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vancouverwelcome to
 Elizabeth Hardy
Fleet 38

Vancouver – a city ringed with snow-capped
mountains and skirted with salt water.  A city with mild but
unpredictable weather.  It’s a typical laid-back west coast
place in which to live and play – where you can ski in the
morning and sail in the afternoon (well, really only during
the winter months).  It’s a city representative of the many
ethnic groups who call it home – with cuisine to match.

Best of all – your U.S. dollar goes a long way
here, as our Canadian dollar is only worth about 65
cents.

We hope you bring your families with you, as there
are some great places to go and things to do for everyone,
rain or shine.
My top choices for freebies:

Stanley Park .  You can rent bicycles or roller blades
and roll around the seawall, or you can walk it in a
couple of hours.  Enjoy the scenery from English Bay
to the ships and seaplanes in Vancouver Harbour.
Watching the cruise ships sail to Alaska from Canada
Place, in the harbour.  They leave daily around 4:00
p.m. and it’s quite a parade.

Granville Island , underneath the Granville Bridge.
Formerly an industrial area of foundries and ware-
houses, it has been transformed into a centre for
artists and the performing arts.  Its most popular
buildings house the public market, with an outstand-
ing selection of fresh and organic vegetables, fruits,
fish and meats.  There are plenty of places to eat
inside and out, where you can enjoy the boat traffic in
False Creek.
Any of the beaches, especially Spanish Banks,
Kitsilano and English Bay, where you can lounge on
the sand and swim in warm water. (There are also
public salt-water swimming pools at Kitsilano and
Second Beach in Stanley Park, at a nominal cost.)
Gastown , where the city began.  You can enjoy the
steam clock that hoots the Westminster Chimes, visit
small shops, buy a souvenir, drink a coffee and eat in
a European-style bistro.
Shopping, especially on Robson Street (Vancouver’s
answer to Rodeo Drive) where all the major fashion
brands have their stores, and when you need a
refreshing break, dine at one of the many restaurants
and bistros.

Other attractions include:
The Vancouver Aquarium in Stanley Park.
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Science World at the head of False Creek.  Take one
of the little Aquabus ferries from Granville Island.
While you are at Science World, take in the Omnimax
film there.
Grouse Mountain, Vancouver’s nearest ski hill, in
North Vancouver about 30 minutes from downtown.
Take the gondola up – and don’t forget your camera.
On a clear day, the views are stupendous.
If you go to North Vancouver, don’t forget to take in
the Capilano Suspension Bridge.  Not for those with
vertigo!
Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Chinese Classical Gardens , in
Chinatown, the first of its kind built outside China.
Take some time and
wander through Chinatown
– buy some ancient herbal
remedies for whatever ails
you, visit the wonderful
emporiums and dine at
authentic Chinese restau-
rants.

For a full day’s outing
(and you’ll need a car), we
suggest the world-renowned
ski resort of Whistler, about 2-
1/2 hours north of Vancouver.
Now an all-year resort, you can
take a gondola up to the alpine
meadows, enjoy a game of golf
(book in advance) or wander
through the village.

If you need hotels or
B&Bs, use your favourite search-engine and search on the
web.  The Royal Vancouver Yacht Club, our home during
the regatta, is in the Point Grey area, so anything in Point
Grey or Kitsilano won’t be far away.

I hope this gives you some sense of our city.  It is
a great place to visit and we would love to welcome you
and your families.  Our weather in August should be sunny
and warm (in the upper 70’s or perhaps even low 80’s),
but the sea breeze keeps you cool and able to sleep at
night.  However, just in case, bring a raincoat – that will
guarantee good weather - and don’t forget your camera.

We’ll have some tourist
information for you when you
arrive, but if you need any
information, feel free to e-mail
me at lizhardy2000@yahoo.ca.
I’d be happy to answer your
questions.

See you in August.

Photos by
Ronda Nuzum
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Mast Tube
SAVE YOUR RIG!

Non-metallic combination compression tube/thrust washer
prevents metal-to-metal contact at the critical spreader joint.

Two-piece design is easily installed when you service your mast.

No more ugly welding jobs.
ONLY $15.00 per set…

Send check or Gurden Hutchins (Fleet #3)
money order to: 7319 Conestoga Way

San Diego, CA 92120-1312
(619) 265-8869

Seal’s Spars & Rigging
Since 1970 your source for Cal 20 parts and spars

Check out our web site at

http://www.sealsspars.com

If you have any questions, give us a call.

Steve Seal l 510-521-7730

Dennis Lefeaux – North Sails
For rig tune and boat set up the conditions for

this area are generally light to medium with a powerboat
size chop at best as the bay is fairly protected,but how
many times have you heard “its never like this.”

If its a sunny day in Vancouver there is no better
place to go than the beach, and that’s just what most of
the fleet will be doing as well. Sun means a westerly and
a westerly pretty much puts the pressure on to head
south for the shore where you generally find more
pressure and or tide relief if needed. Even if the tide is
with you, which is rare on this side of the bay, the shore
somehow seems to be the place to go.

One thing to watch for later in the upwind leg is
the port tack layline. As you head out the breeze will
probably back off but a gradual lift will kick in so over
standing the mark is common.

Easterlies, the second most common wind
direction, generally take place under cloudy skies and
are a lot harder to put a handle on. They can generally
be broken down into 2 groups. The first is the north
easterly, which although not as common this time of the
year is usually found in heavy cold rainy conditions. The
second is the south east breeze which shows up as the
weather is changing. On both of these wind directions it
usually pays to hang out on the edges of the course
north for the northish breeze and so on.

Tide generally isn’t much of a factor as wind
shifts play the bigger roll on these days. If a large tide
change is in the works it can usually be spotted by the
brown water rolling in from the local river. Also excellent
wind and tide vanes are the abundant freighters an-
chored in the bay.

A couple of words of caution, depending where
they set the course the mud banks off Spanish Banks
stick out a long way near the entrance of English Bay,
and they are tough to get off, other than walking!

vancouver, b.c.sailing to win in

Been working too much this year?
Too many honey-do"s?  Yard work
been gettin" ya down?  We"d sure love
to see you at the Class Champion-
ships!
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on english baywinds and tides

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The following description of Winds and Tides on English Bay was developed by Claire Adams, former head instructor at

R.V.Y.C. for the 1997 J/24 Canadian Championship. Assistance in preparing the material was provided by Past Commodore Don
Martin and Peter Chandler from the Institute of Ocean Sciences in Victoria. The graphics are provided courtesy of AREA51 Interactive,
a Web site design company in Vancouver.

I. RACING AREA
R.V.Y.C. club racing normally takes place immediately outside of the 350 boat R.V.Y.C. Jericho Marina. Longer

distance races extend beyond English Bay into the Straight of Georgia. This article is about racing in the south half of
English Bay 10 km (6 miles) to the west of downtown Vancouver.

English Bay is a U-shaped body of water 8 km (5 miles)
long, 6.5 km (4 miles) wide and open to the west. The north/
western most point is Point Atkinson (B) and the south/western
most point is Point Grey (F). The eastern end of the Bay narrows
through First Narrows (D) and empties into a 65 km (40 mile) inlet
named Burrard Inlet (Figure 1).

The year round average wind speed is 8 knots. Be aware
that as with all averages this value can be deceiving.

Typical current speed is between 1/2 - 3/4 knot and will at
times reach 2 knots. The tidal range is 5 m (15 ft). This is a salt-
water port where the salinity is greatly influenced by the Fraser
River. The Fraser River is one of the largest melt-fed, fresh water
rivers of the BC coast. You will often be able to see a definite line
between the clear salt water and the silty coloured fresh water (see
Figure 1). Vancouver is typically a flat-water sailing venue. The
average wave height seldom exceeds 1 m (3 ft). In a strong
westerly wind wave height can reach up to 2 m (6 ft). In bad
weather, in an off shore breeze the water is always flat. Even if the
off shore wind picks up to as much as 20 knots, wave height is still
typically less than 1 m (3 ft).

To the north, the Bay is bound by Coast Range Mountains, which rise to 1070 metres (3500 ft). These mountains
are a popular spot for local night skiing in the winter! The renowned Whistler/Blackcomb is tucked into the mountains 100
km (60 miles) miles further to the north. To the east, beyond the City of Vancouver, the Fraser River Valley extends 160
km (100 miles). The low lands of the Fraser River Delta extend 56 km (35 miles) southward to the USA/Canada border. 64
km (40 miles) to the west of English Bay lies Vancouver Island, which prevents large ocean swells.

The commercial nature of our bay brings some interesting racing features. There are 23 freighter anchorages of
which 8 are located in the typical racing area. These ‘iron islands’ can help as indicators to the current direction but also
provide for large obstructions and wind shadows on the racecourse. It is important to pay attention to their infrequent
comings and goings. Crab traps, identified by small floats, scattered around the Bay can bring your boat to a complete
stop and can be difficult to remove so keep an eye open for these as well! Finally, a tug followed by its tow may pass
through the racecourse, which will have a submerged towline...never sail between them!

While it seems that English Bay is riddled with many commercial hazards, we make up for it with few geographi-
cal hazards. A very large drying sandbank located on the south shore, named Spanish Bank, just west of RVYC extends
3.2 km (2 miles) east to west and approximately 0.6 km (.4 mile) out into the Bay. It is marked with large pylons but it is
always important to be aware of the state of the tide when sailing close to that shore. The only other concern is the odd
floating log.

II. WINDS
Generally, fair weather brings a westerly and poor weather brings an easterly. The wind rarely blows out of the

north and typically out of the south when it is in a transitional state from poor to fair weather.

Westerly
This is the most hoped for wind and tends to be the most common wind in the summer months. During periods of



cal 20 news •july 2002 • page 8

...continued on page 9

the silver fleeta memo to
by Anita Gale
Cal 20 Association Secretary
anita.e.gale@boeing.com

Secretary’s Memo #6 to the Silver Fleet

Re: Mystical Rigging Stuff
Fine-tuning the rigging on any racing sailboat—

especially if you’re intent on getting it right—can be an
exercise in frustration. On some boats, once the owner
has a sense that the tuning has achieved a state as close
to perfection as possible (whether or not this is really
true), the shrouds are treated as mystical icons that must
not be disturbed. In truth, the best possible tuning will
vary, depending on wind velocity and chop or swell
existing each day. If we were all truly experts, we would
tinker with the shroud adjustments all the time. Some
people really do understand enough about rigging that
they would be making adjustments as conditions change
during a race, and that’s why there are rules about not
changing the shroud configuration while racing. Part of the
skill that racing entails is the ability to predict what the
day’s conditions are, so that the rigging can be adjusted
accordingly. Most of us, however, do not have the time,
tools, and even memory retention to know how to change
the shroud adjustments even if we could perfectly predict
the day’s conditions.

We don’t have a set of “cookbook rules” that can
be provided here to achieve perfect fine-tuning of any Cal
20’s rigging in any conditions. The reality is that there are
nuances dependent on the cut of your sails, exact place-
ment of hardware on the deck of your not-totally-standard
Cal 20, and even the age of your sails (wear, stretch, and
crispness—or lack of it—in the fabric). What we will try to
do here is give you some tips on what to look for to see if
your rig is in tune or not, what to adjust to change it, and
how to bring your mast down (under control), since that
will be a necessary exercise in order to make some of the
adjustments involved in fine-tuning.

Unfortunately for most of us, fine-tuning involves
the jumpers on your Cal 20. These are the wires that are
braced on the triangle mounted near the top of your mast.
Their function is to provide additional stiffness to the
section of the mast above the spreaders. You will be
excused if you don’t want to mess with these. Most of us
learned about sailing and rigging on boats without jump-
ers, and we don’t have a clue what to do with these things.
Some folks probably never mess with them, unless the
triangle busts and they have to do something about it.

It’s entirely possible that the primary reason some
people ignore the jumpers is because they have never
had the mast down, and hence have never looked at them
close-up. So, let’s get over that bit first. Perhaps if you can
be convinced that you can get your hands on the jumpers
(safely), you will be encouraged not to ignore them.

Most boats are not designed to have their masts
taken down by the crew with minimal equipment, so again
you will be pardoned if this is something you really don’t
want to do. There are many techniques for doing this, and
some of our young and strong competitors can single-
hand the exercise and make it look easy. We’re not going
to pretend it’s easy, and we’re not going to describe a
technique that requires a lot of strength. The method here
is probably not even the recommended technique, but it’s
something that two nerds (our boat’s co-owner and I)
developed that we can do when the boat is in her slip,
without an undue amount of apprehension.

Like many projects, taking down the mast starts
with preparations. Some of these are unique to our
situation. We start by adjusting the dock lines to get the
boat as diagonally as we can in the slip; this is so the
mast will come down between the boats on the other side
of the gangway. We make the lines tight to minimize the
boat’s movement in the slip. We then position a six-foot
ladder at a spot that we have learned will support the
mast just below the triangle (you may want to have a third
person position the ladder the first time you use this

method). We place the ladder so it is directly in line with
the centerline of the boat. There are alternatives to a
ladder; some folks use a milk crate on the foredeck.

The mast-step on our Cal 20 is designed so that
the mast is hinged to tilt forward. The mast is kept from
falling forward by the backstay, the lower shrouds, and the
mainsheet on the boom. The start of the mast-lowering
process requires re-stringing the mainsheet so it only
goes once around the blocks (this enables you to let out a
lot of mainsheet before you come to the end). Then
detach the bottom fittings on the backstay and the lowers
(your adjustment of the lowers won’t change if you simply
take out the pins or bolts that fasten them to the deck
fitting). If you’re paranoid about leaving the mast unre-
stricted from going forward, then have a buddy at the mast
to make sure it stays up.

Now you’re ready to start dropping the mast. Your
control for the rate of descent is the mainsheet. The
control for centering the mast during descent is your
buddy on the foredeck. Start the drop by leaving a little
slack in the mainsheet, and have your buddy pull the mast
to tilt it forward. Then gradually let out slack in the
mainsheet while your buddy supports the mast, walking

Unfortunately for most of
us, fine-tuning involves the

jumpers on your Cal 20
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forward on the deck as the mast goes lower. Although this will feel to your buddy (especially the first time) like the mast
is trying to slew out of control, the mainsheet and the boom actually do provide adequate support. When the mast gets
low enough, your buddy can support it on a shoulder and walk forward, gently guiding the mast onto the top of the
ladder. At that point, your buddy can let go of the mast and go back to keep the boom from flopping over; in order to give
your buddy some relief from boom-holding, it helps to have two lengths of line that can be tied to the boom vang attach-
ment on the boom, then tied off on the deck (we tie off to the fittings on each side where the uppers attach to the deck).
You don’t want to rock the boat too much at this point (the mast might fall off the ladder), but the situation is secure
enough in this configuration that you can do whatever you need to do on the mast, without having to hold onto it.

As awkward as all this sounds, the only time we had any real difficulty was when, unbeknownst to us, the bolt-
heads holding the mast-step to the deck had sheared off. As the mast tilted down, the pivot point slipped, and your
author on the foredeck completely lost control of the mast. It made a heck of a noise as it hit, but the mast, deck, deck of
the adjacent boat (which happened to also be ours), and gangway are rugged and the event was more traumatic than
damaging.

And you’re probably wondering at this point how you would get the mast up from this configuration, so we’ll
address that challenge before describing what to do with the mast while it’s down.

Actually, getting the mast up is the easy part. The only trick to it is making sure that disconnected shrouds have
not slipped over the spreader or gotten kinked. To start the mast-raising, pull the mainsheet taut, untie the lines holding
the boom, and have your buddy start the process by lifting the mast off the ladder—when the mast is down, a body on
the deck has better leverage than the mainsheet on the boom. Keep pulling in on the mainsheet, and eventually you can
feel that you have enough leverage to pull the mast up the rest of the way just with the mainsheet. Do this relatively
slowly—make sure you and your buddy on the foredeck watch all of the shrouds and the forestay to make sure you can
undo kinks before putting a load on them.

OK, you can do that, right!? Now when a shroud needs replacing or a spreader needs repair, you can get the
mast down in order to remove the offending hardware so it can be replaced or fixed. And, you can also adjust the jump-
ers. Except that you need to know what adjustments they want.

 So, how do you know if you even need to adjust your jumpers? If you pull on the backstay and only the bottom
of the mainsail flattens out (as the mast bends and “bellies out” forward), then your jumpers are too tight. What’s going
on is that the jumpers keep the top of the mast straight instead of letting it bend. If, on the other hand, the top of the
mainsail gets flatter than the bottom when you pull on the backstay, your jumpers are too loose (more bending is happen-
ing above the spreaders than below). The amount of adjustment you can do on the jumpers is actually rather small.
Additional tension (tighter jumpers) is caused by backing out a fitting that attaches them to the corners of the jumper
triangle, literally requiring the wire to span a longer distance. Less tension (looser jumpers) is caused by screwing the
fitting in. The jumpers should have a little looseness to allow some flattening when the backstay is loaded up. Of course,
you want even tension in them or pulling on the backstay can cause some really strange bending above the spreaders;
you can “eyeball” this by wrapping a bungee around them and measuring to make sure that both jumpers are pulled to
the same distance from the center of the mast. Unfortunately, you won’t be able to tell with the mast down if you have the
adjustments just right; the next time you’re out practicing, look at the mainsail with the backstay on to see if you have
made the flattening more consistent across the sail. If more or different adjustment is needed, now you know what to do.

And while you’re out practicing, every time you are in different conditions (combination of wind velocity and wave
conditions), look at the mast to see how your shrouds want to be fine-tuned. The idea is that you want a balance of
tension on the uppers and lowers so that the mast sags about two inches to leeward at the spreaders. Remember, the
lowers control how far your mast tilts forward when you are sailing downwind, so you want to make your fine-tuning
adjustments on your uppers. Your Cal 20 likes loose rigging, so the mast will flop from side to side on tacks, but you only
want it to bend two inches to each side. This phenomenon is not easy to see from the cockpit. The best way to see bend
in your mast is to lie down on the deck with your eyeballs next to the mast, and look up. It
may take a while to see if the mast bends or not; loosen and tighten the shroud to get used
to seeing the effect. When you have one side to your satisfaction, get on the other tack and
adjust that shroud. On another day, with different wind and wave conditions, go out and
look at the mast again. Find out what adjustments (keep track of what changes you make
from your “baseline”!) will get it right in the new conditions. If you are unable to remember
what adjustments are right for different conditions, then write down the changes from the
“baseline” in order to get the proper settings for each set of conditions.

 Whew! That’s going to keep you busy! But if it improves your performance on the
race course, it’s all worth it. We hope this helps, and good luck out there!
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Alamitos Bay, CA by Glenn Selvin Newport Harbor, CA  by  Matt Wiley

The Cal 20 fleet has been enjoying
ABYC’s expanded summer racing schedule, with
many fleet members turning out for various events.

Naturally, it wouldn’t be summer time
without Wet Wednesdays, and this year has been
no different.  The month of June saw three indi-
vidual races, though LBYC ran them a little bit

differently this year.  Instead of the usual, this year we saw
timed starts PHRF style as an inverted start format was
used.  Thus, all of the Cal 20’s, 25’s and many of the
PHRF boats were scored together, with the slower boats
starting first and the larger boats starting later, sailing
longer courses.  Its makes for a huge class as so many
different types of boats are scored together!  In Individual
I, Barney and Steve Flam took third, with Ron Wood
taking fifth.  Individual II, Flam’s took fourth, than many
other boats filled in, with the next ABYC member in Cal
20, Chuck Clay taking eleventh.  In the Individual III,
Flam’s took first, Dan Gilboa took seventh, and Lee Smith
taking eighth.  The Flam’s have been hot all summer!

June 15th was ABYC’s Keelboat Invitational, with
seven boats turning out in the Cal 20 Class.  Results?

1.  John Ellis & Steve Kuritz
2.  Barney and Steve Flam
3.  Marty Vogel
4.  Ron and Mike Wood
5.  John Merchant and Lokke Patrick
6.  Ken Hodges and John Brennan
7.  Lee Smith and Wyn Weber.
This was followed by the July 4th Regatta, sailing

over a two day weekend in beautiful summer like weather!
Personally, I was on a whaler, watching the action be-
tween the various classes, especially enjoying the I-14’s
blast through the courses!  Ten Cal 20’s turned out to
battle out the hotly contested series.  Results?  You ask?

1. Chuck Clay & Chris Messano
2. Barney and Steve Flam
3. Jennifer & Steve Kuritz and John Ellis
4. Ron Wood and Cindy King
5. Ken Hodges and Peter Baine
6. Ryan and Ron Mudry
7. Dave Ellis and Pauline Pennell
8. Lee Smith and Jeff Bateman
9. Hank Schofield and Dave Dodge

10. Dave and Carol Kofahl
It was great to see Hank Schofield come out...

haven’t seen him for a while.  He was plagued by rigging
problems, finally retiring after three races.  Also, a wel-
come to the Kofahl’s who we rarely see out racing.  Stick
with it, Dave!

I guess that’s it for now!  See you on the water...
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Fleet  2 has a great tradition of casual,
stress-free racing.  Boats race with as few as one
person and as many as six (usually including a
bunch of kids).  Most boats start the day with a full
cooler and it’s not unknown to hear the “whir” of a
blender.  If you’re new to racing or you’re an
experienced sailor who needs a venue for fun
sailing, we’ve got it!  While other fleets such as

Alamitos Bay provide intense competition (which we
encourage you to experience) our focus is on short
course racing inside the harbor without the high stress of
other venues.

Racing Calendar thru December 2002
These are the foundation of our Fleet racing.  While there
are other racing opportunities, we encourage the entire
Fleet to make these races.
Sunday – May 19th

BCYC – Leukemia Cup.  11:00 AM start.
Tuesdays – July 2nd thru August 27th

NHYC – Every Tuesday night at 6:00 PM.  2-3 starts per
evening with short buoy courses.
Saturday – September 28th

BYC – CHOC Regatta. 1:00 PM start.
Portsmouth Handicap
Saturday – October 19th

NHYC – Winter Series #1.  1:00 PM start.
Saturday – November 9th  (Fleet Championship)
NHYC – Winter Series #2.  1:00 PM start.
Saturday – December 21st

BYC – Portsmouth Folly Regatta.  1:00 PM start
If this isn’t enough sailing, South Shore Yacht

Club’s Wednesday Night Hibachi series runs from May 1st

thru August 28th with a 6:00 PM start.  They welcome
participation by Cal 20’s in PHRF racing.
A Cal 20 represents one of the best values in yachting.
The boat is a great day-sailer, is fun to race with family
and friends, and requires minimum maintenance, all at a
fraction of the cost of alternative boats.  Newport Harbor
is full of Cal 20’s that are not racing.  Some of these are
in pristine condition and some (like your fleet captain’s)
are real beaters.  In our efforts to encourage more partici-
pation, this Newsletter is being sent to anyone we could
identify as an owner or potential owner of a Cal 20.  We
also need your help in letting people know that this is an
active Fleet.  Make some extra copies of this newsletter
and if you see a Cal 20 while out sailing, or one at a dock
or mooring, pass along a copy of this newsletter.  Word of
mouth about this great Fleet is our best advertisement.
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Victoria, BC       by Michael Sharp

And so, Winter Series Racing has drawn to a close here for Fleet 13. It was typical winter racing on the
straits and bays around Victoria, cold, wet and mostly fun, fun, fun. Some scheduled days were postponed due to
inclement conditions  (read: the seas were angry) and after last year’s drought, karma being what it is, we had the
second wettest winter in the city’s records. We get the majority of our rainfall in the winter, often in one day,  and
Gore-tex dealerships are abundant.  With longer and warmer days, here comes summer and a veritable cornuco-
pia of sailing events to attend.

Winter Series racing runs from mid-October until mid-March with 2-3 races every other Sunday or until
you can’t stand it any more, whichever comes first. We take a break for the Festive season, even daring to throw

in a spinnaker regatta, the highly coveted Royal Beer Can won this year by Tom Lowdon and his son Steve on Kelsib.
Their spinnaker handling was so slick and efficient that the crowds gathered on the shores would break into applause
with every maneuver. Ours was not. Winter series racing is broke into three series, A,B,C,  with an overall winner won
this year by Tom Lowdon and his son Steve on Kelsib (déjà vu). Great racing all around, one race being notable for a
snow-squall which graced the course for an afternoon , hmmmmm, wet and cold. How lucky can one get? I do love
winter racing. There is never any worry about lack of wind and the seascapes are often dramatic. Best of all, the other
humans on the other Cal 20s are, besides being superb sailors, upright citizens, and I am a truly fortunate person to
race with them. Hurray for us!

Coming up on June 1, 2 are the Fleet 13 Cal 20 Open Championship. My pulse quickens, my nostrils flare, my
pupils dilate at the very thought. The Fleets! It is not inconceivable that we may have 25 boats for this event of events.
There are 4-5 Vancouver boats coming, we can usually expect 5-6 San Juan Islanders  (from another country, it’s all so
exotic). There are darn near 20 of us and I keep getting e-mails saying so-and-so has bought a Cal 20 and wants to join
us racing. I don’t know how many Cal 20s were made by Calgan marine in Vancouver but there are a lot of them in and
around Victoria. And it seems that more and more are coming out to go racing. It bodes well for this Fleet’s future. The
Fleets! 25 Cal 20s short-tacking the rocky, often unforgiving, Cattle Pt. Shoreline in a westerly and a flood. Hmmmmm…
I think I’ll go to my happy place.

Followed which by Summer Series racing every Wednesday night. Each race guaranteed to be the best one
you’ve ever had, you hope, and there is always next Wednesday.  Hope springs eternal.

Did I forget anything? Oh, right. There is something going on in Vancouver in August. Something real big. The
Class Championships.

See ya there.

Once again, our thanks to Andrew
Madding of Bowshots Productions
for taking and providing the pho-
tos and to Peter Vivian for sharing
them.
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...continued from page7

fine weather the Fraser River valley encourages the production of thermal winds. This thermal breeze fills in the late
morning at around 11 am. It will consistently increase until it hits its maximum for the day at around 2:30 pm. As it fills, it

tends to bend onto the south shore. Later in the day, after
thermal heating, it will blow more directly down the bay
(Figure 2). This will reflect in the windward (heading west)
leg of a racecourse by a persistent geographical back (shift
to the left). The amount of this back from the leeward to the
windward mark can be in the order of 10-15 degrees.
As the wind builds there may be temporary oscillating shifts
but once filled in, the direction seems relatively stable.
Because of this; there are few to no ‘passing lanes’ so
remember that starts and boat speed are at a major
premium in a westerly. Typical wind speeds between 6-12
knots rarely rising over 20 knots.

Easterly
Easterlies are the result of a depression or bad

weather and are often accompanied by rain. The water is

smooth and the wind will vary from quite light up to 20
knots. It is much more shifty as you will find both geo-
graphic and oscillating shifts often appearing in a layered
effect.

There are two dominant indicators to keep eye out
for (Figure 3). If it is dark and raining to the left (north) side
of the course, the wind will typically back (shift left). If there
is a lightening low in the sky on the right (south) side of the
course, then it is signaling the passage of a front. Watch
out for a major veer (shift right) of up to 90 degrees. These
shifts are from the median wind blowing out of the Bay.
Typically a geographic shift to the left on the left hand side
of the course occurs, particularly in bad weather, which
favours the left hand side of the beat. Be careful; however,
the sky lightening low in the south may signify a large veer
in the right hand side of the course as the front passes.
Both of those wind shifts, while they are substantially geographic, may also show up as oscillating shifts. If heading north,
don’t forget to tack on the oscillating shifts! The key is to be able to respond to the overlay of the two shifts, which may
occur at the same time.

Sailing in an easterly can be both challenging and rewarding racing. If you read the shifts right there are many
opportunities to pass other boats.

Southerly
This breeze will rarely last longer than 3-4 hours and typically arises when the weather is changing from poor to

fair. There will be a significant temporal veer (shift right over time). While the wind is veering, there will be lots of unpre-
dictable oscillations through a range of 90 degrees (45 degrees either side of median). In a southerly “You’re on your
own!”...Good Luck!

III. TIDES
Tide and current tables are notoriously unreliable because of the barometric pressure, geographic patterns and

the condition of the Fraser River. The time tides turn may vary up to an hour from the predicted time. The freighters are a
good indicator of the flow of the water in the Bay

Tide tables for Point Atkinson are useful for tidal height whereas, tide tables for First Narrows are useful for
current change and predicted slack water. Tide tables are available from marine retailers in the area. The current velocity
at First Narrows is of no use to racers because it will always be significantly higher than what would ever occur on the
racecourse.

winds and tideson english bay

...continued on page 13
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Relatively speaking, the current is always rotating clockwise. The flood is harder out shore and weaker inshore
due to the changing depth of the bay. Generally speaking, if you are heading west, sail along the south shore and if you
are heading east, sail in the middle of the Bay.

The dominant line of flood flows from Point Grey to
First Narrows heading into Burrard Inlet (Figure 5). The
dominant ebb occurs north of the racecourse along the
north shore of the Bay due to the outflow from the Burrard
Inlet (Figure 6). The most important transition happens
from the high flood to an ebb. This is where an often-
advantageous south shore, back eddy easterly current is
created (Figure 5).
Two main indicators of current in the water:
1) Well defined Tide line

Normally between the fresher, silty Fraser River
water and the clear salt water. This tide line is created by a
vertical shear of the two waters (Figure 7). There may be a
band of flotsam (floating debris) caught between the
surface layers of the two different current regimes.

These tide lines often mark an abrupt change in
the speed and direction of the near surface currents;
therefore there is almost certainly a benefit to being on one
side or another so watch the water carefully. Do not as-
sume what you think to be happening on either side of the
tide line to be true. It is essential to test your theory by
watching other boats as they sail into the different water.
2) Bands of Current

Bands of ripples on the water about 23 metres (75
ft) across running parallel to wind typically occur in flood
conditions. These ‘tidal rivers’ flow to the west so it is
important to sail in the rippled water (when heading west).
These are likely again the result of the mixing of fresh and
salt water.

If the wind is greater than 15 knots you will not be able to see the rows of disturbed water...you will just notice
that some boats will seem to have their own personal favourable water. If you do notice a band it is important to sail to it,
it is not something that will ever reach you.

winds and tideson english bay
...continued from page12
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champscanadian

Boat Sail # Skipper R-1 R-2 R-3 R-4 R-5 R-6 R-7 Total Place
Points

T. Rex 539 Colin Jackson 6 1 1 1 5 8 4 18 1

Kelsib 29373 Tom Lowdon 11 2 2 4 7 1 2 18 2

Clio 998 Maarten Prinsze 2 4 14 9 2 2 10 29 3

Got-T-Run 47 Lloyd Bacon 8 3 7 2 13 3 6 29 4

Alga - Y 111 Peter Vivian 1 5 3 8 20 7 8 32 5

Sunseeker 690 Jack Raub 7 14 4 7 14 6 1 39 6

Bellwether 118 Ron Collins 4 15 6 6 12 4 14 46 7

Cal - Nao 158 Neil Counter 3 7 16 5 9 15 13 52 8

Bluebird 911 B. Marshall, G. Broome 5 12 11 3 19 5 OCS 55 9

Strait Shooter 183 M. Sharp, K. Denton DNS11 5 10 6 18 5 55 10

Whimsical 212 Zenon Samila 10 6 10 11 11 9 OCS 57 11

Brother Wind 162 Rodney de Pass 9 10 12 14 1 14 12 58 12

Dandelion 179 David Cook 13 20 17 15 3 12 7 67 13

Cookie Monster 907 Ron Ingalls 16 16 13 17 4 13 9 71 14

Metrical  6.1 476 Steve Luther 14 9 8 18 10 19 16 75 15

Lemon Pie 915 Richard Close 18 17 19 16 8 16 3 78 16

Windless 178 Ross Benton 12 13 9 13 22 17 15 79 17

Magical 777 Kerry Brann 17 8 18 12 18 21 18 91 18

La Galatea 166 Peter Coy 15 18 21 20 15 11 DSQ 100 19

Kantate 115 Janet Stamper 20 21 15 19 21 10 19 104 20

Troubador 997 Mike Weir 19 19 20 21 17 20 10 105 21

Tongariro 914 Harry Marshall 21 23 23 22 16 22 17 121 22

Calvin 1756 Peter Bradford 22 22 22 23 DNS DNSDNS 137 23

http://www.conferences.ubc.ca
Check out this site for possible housing for the Cl ass Championships:

NEXT DEADLINE:
AUGUST 25, 2002
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CAL 20s (or equipment)  FOR SALE

Cal 20 #429—3 sets of sails, including 155% genoa. New
windows, all cushions, in water, bottom cleaned monthly,
no trailer. Boat is in very good condition. $800. Also, 4
stroke 1996 Johnson 8hp long shaft outboard motor w/
tank. Low hours, $995. Call Scott Fleener 562-421-0038.
Email:  Xcrabber@aol.com

CAL 20 #350 - Built in 1964. Trailer built in 1969. Boat
refitted 3 years ago, new paint inside and out, removed
keel, sand blasted it, shaped and faired it, new stainless
steel keel bolts, all new stainless bolts to replace deck
fittings, new lines, split backstay, new fiberglass rudder, 4-
1 jib purchase. Engine is 6 hp Evenrude (in need of tune
up and probably points).  Will not be selling trailer sepa-
rately. $3,750 for complete package. Call for details, too
many to mention here. Randall Scott (503) 284-4123
Email  -  randall@onwinc.com

EQUIPMENT WANTED

Cal 20 Wanted - Portland, OR area - Carl Hollstein
(H) 503-579-4655 (Cell) 503-703-9000
carl@chollstein.com

Cal 20 Wanted - Open cabin model in good condition.
San Francisco Bay area. - Brian Honore - 707-765-0762

1963 Cal 20 - For Sale - All Coast Guard equipment on
board. Jib and main in fair condition. Outboard is 4HP
Suzuki. Asking $1000 - Call Carol Woulds (619) 221-8286
Website/e-mail - http://www.marinasailing.com

FREE CLASSIFIED ADS
(private parties only)

Sharon Pearson • 562-493-1995

E-mail: sharonpea@aol.com

Next Deadline: August 25, 2002

cal 20 class association
membership application

Jr. Class Championship
• August 15

Class Championship Elimination
• August 16

Class Championship
• August 17 - 18

Cal 20 News Deadline
•  August 25

classif iedf r e e

Please check one : •   New Application •  Continuing Membership

• $25 Active Member - Must be at least 1/3 owner of a Cal 20

• $20 Unattached Member - Active Member whose boat is not within the area of
an active fleet (Includes Corinthian Fleet Members)

• $20 Associate Member - Non-owner who is crew on a specific Cal 20

• $20 Sustaining Member - Non-owner interested in the welfare of the Cal 20 class

ALL MEMBERS RECEIVE THE CAL 20 NEWS

Name ____________________________________________ Fleet # _____________

Street Address _________________________________________________________

City _____________________State/Province _ Zip Code ______ Country ________

Home Phone (          ) _________________ Work Phone (          ) ________________

E-Mail ________________________________________________________________

Sail Number __________ Boat Name ________________________ Ownership % ___

Please send this form along with proper U.S. funds to local fleet captain or class treasurer.

datesimportant
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Cal 20 Class Association
c/o Paper Chase
6221 Dayman Street
Long Beach, CA 90815
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