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King Harbor Yacht Club
Redondo Beach, CA

Welcome Cal 20 Sailors!

The Officers and Members of King Harbor Yacht Club are very pleased and proud to host the

Cal 20 National Class Championship. KHYC has a long history with the Cal 20 Class. Members of our

club have served as National Class Chair and have won this prestigious National Championship. Our

current Race Chair and Event Chair for this event, Burr Hope, is a dedicated Cal 20 Racer with his

wife, Francie. Burr is also our current Yachtsman of the Year! We all recognize that Cal 20 racing

offers much of the best of what sailboat racing has to offer; strict one design class racing where the

true ability and determination of the sailors determines the victor! We will be rolling out the red carpet

to provide you with professional race management, full support facilities, and a warm social camara-

derie. If there is anything we can do to make your visit more special or this event more memorable

just ask Burr, myself, or any of our members.

Again, on behalf of King Harbor Yacht Club, Welcome, Have Fun and Sail Fast!!!

Mark L. Hansen
Commodore

to the 2001 class championshipscommodore’s welcome

Cal 20 Class Association
    Volume 35 • Number 2

Official Publication of the
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presidentfrom the CLASS ASSOCIATION OBJECTIVE: The Cal
20 Class Association’s objective shall be to pro-
mote Cal 20 racing under the rules of the Asso-
ciation, and to vigorously protect the one-design
features of the Cal 20 as designed by C. Will-
iam Lapworth, built by Jensen-Wenke or its suc-
cessors, and configured as allowed by the As-
sociation Bylaws.

ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

 President - Doug McLean
1545 Virginia Avenue, Glendale, CA 91202

W (818) 242-1146
E-mail: rigo9@aol.com

Vice President - Dick Edwards
7888 Rainbow Circle,

Huntington Beach, CA 92648
H (714) 847-0851 • W (714) 372-9743

Second Vice President - Glenn Selvin
8432 Basin Circle

Huntington Beach, CA 92646
H (714) 847-1180 • Fax (714) 847-0530

E-mail: ghselvin@ix.netcom.com

Secretary - Anita Gales
7888 Rainbow Circle,

Huntington Beach, CA 92648
H (714) 847-0851 • W (714) 372-4799

E-mail: anita.e.gale@boeing.com

Treasurer - Rob Bates
2635 5th Street #9, Santa Monica, CA 90405

H (310) 399-2711 • W (310) 563-5345
E-mail: rob_bates@yahoo.com

Chief Measurer - Chuck Clay
6719 Mantova, Long Beach, CA 90815

H (562) 499-0367
E-mail: cclay26@aol.com

Past President - Bill Crook
517 Paseo Lunado

 Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274
H (310) 544-2582 • W (310) 761-4901 x4823

E-mail: wcrook@earthlink.net

CAL 20 NEWS is published four times a year in
April, June, September and December by the
California 20 Class Association, a non-profit or-
ganization. Members are urged to contribute ar-
ticles and bits of information. Deadline for re-
ceiving contributions is the 10th of the preced-
ing month for that issue. Late contributions are
subject to editing as deemed necessary. An at-
tempt will be made to return all material where
the author so requests, but no guarantee is im-
plied. Please send all contributions to: Glenn
Selvin, 8432 Basin Circle, Huntington Beach, CA
92646, E-mail: ghselvin@ix.netcom.com

NOTICE: While we fully believe that the material repre-
sented is completely factual; neither the Association
nor its officers can be held responsible for the content
of this newsletter.

Hey, do you have
the hoist card?

Doug McLean
Greetings — I hope all of

you are having a good year so
far.  There has not been much
sailing yet this year, but I hope
that by now you have at least
drained all the water out of your
boat, wiped down your rig, and
checked it over for the upcoming
year.

I don’t have much to say
this issue, except more of the
same old stuff:  website, mem-
bership, the Class Champion-

ship, and the Championship of Champions.
The website has been progressing very well, except for the

message board. I apologize for having it down so long, but we have been
having a hard time getting it working correctly. Hopefully, by the time you
are reading this article it will be up and running. We have added a
“Championship” section on the site in order to give you easy access to
information about the next Class Championship, as well as who to con-
tact for any additional information.  As you probably know, the Class
Championship will be in King Harbor this year.  We are already planning
the event, and it would be helpful to know how many of you plan to come.
We have started a list via the website, so email us and tell us whether or
not you can make it. Even if you are a maybe, we want to know!  If you
need any information, check out the website, or call or email Burr Hope.

We have also added a “Certificate” section, which has contains
forms for the current hull and sails certificates, for your fleet measurer to
print out and use.  I still need the various fleets to send me racing sched-
ules, results, and photos.  Fleet captains – it is your responsibility to get
this to me, otherwise the website will be lacking information for your fleet.

Remember, the 2002 Class Championship will be in Vancouver,
Canada.  Start planning now, because it will be a great regatta.  We are
currently expecting 30 to 40 boats, so come be a part of the fun

Cabrillo Beach Yacht Club will be hosting the Championship of
Champions this year in Cal-20’s and they need a few Cal-20’s for the
event.  If you are interested in helping by loaning your boat, please give
CBYC a call and talk to Don Zinn. To give you an extra incentive to help,
there will be a new jib (and possibly even a new main) in it for you.
Sounds like a good deal to me.

Membership has been progressing somewhat, but fleet captains
still need to get the dues in. It is almost June, and we have not even
received half the dues.  Get on it, and send in your money! Because you
are late, you should even sign your crew up as a gift for all the hard work
they do for you.

Remember, if you have any questions or comments, feel free to
email us through the website.

See you on the water….
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Fleet 1 • Alamitos Bay, CA
Lee Smith

9702 Stanford, Garden Grove, CA 92841
H (714) 636-4787 • O (714) 896-4412

E-mail: smithig@earthlink.net

Fleet 2 • Newport Harbor, CA
Kam Gleason

1501 Cliff Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92663
H (949) 642-3439

Fleet 3 • San Diego, CA
Bob Goggin

6202 Friars Road #223, San Diego, CA 92108
(619) 294-8175

lmcclure@sdcoe.k12.ca.us

Fleet 4 • Los Angeles Harbor, CA
Bill Crook

517 Paseo Lunado, Palos Verdes, CA 90274
H (310)541-5724 • O (562)491-1228 x3110

Fax (310)544-4904

Fleet 5 • King Harbor, CA
Gerald Langton

4715 Highgrove Avenue, Torrance, CA 90505
H (310)373-2785

Fleet 6 • Marina Del Rey, CA
Bill Pistey

102 N. Citrus Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90036
H (323)935-4715

Fleet 7 • Portland, OR
Steve Rander

7612 S.E. 32nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97202
H (503)777-3688 • O (503)735-0569

Fleet 11 • Detroit, MI
Bill Sporer

889 Hidden Lane,
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

H (313)886-5196
E-mail: fwsescape@home.com

Fleet 12 • Kaneohe Bay, HI
Adam Sutton

PO Box 13, Kaawai, HI 96730
H (808)237-8044 • Fax (808)247-8044

Fleet 13 • Victoria, BC, Canada
Peter Vivian

3910 Woodhaven Tce., Victoria, B.C. V8N
1S6

H(250)477-2746
E-mail: pvivian@islandnet.com

Fleet 17 • Long Beach, CA
Bruce Dybens

608 Edith Way, Long Beach, CA 90807
O (562) 436-5203

Fleet 32 • San Francisco, CA
Howard Martin

3750 Elston Avenue, Oakland, CA 94602
H (510)530-4787 • O (510)785-9900

Fleet 38 • Vancouver, BC, Canada
Janet Stamper

4507 W 4th Ave, Vancouver, BC V6R1R4,
Canada

H (604)224-0660 • Fax (604)689-7439
E-mail: jstamper@attcanada.net

Fleet 39 • Dallas, TX
Tony Garrett

6006 Azalea, Dallas, TX 75230
H (214)691-6673

Glenn Selvin

repor te d i t o r ’ s

The Cal 20 News is the only communication that we have, other
than our web site, which joins together all of the Cal 20 sailors spread
throughout the United States.  Whether you’re a racer, a day sailor, or a
boat restorer, there’s something in the Cal 20 News for everyone.  We
need your contributions, whether it be through articles of what’s going on
in your area, or through fleet reports.  This is your publication, for the
Association, and we need input, which we’re getting very little of.  Even
photos would be great.  If you can’t e-mail them to me since you don’t
have a scanner, than simply mail them to me.  Next time you’re taking
photos at a fleet event, think of making a second set and dropping them
in the mail to me.  Just think how excited your own fleet members would
be to see themselves, or their boat, in print!

Second is the Class Championships.  This issue is important
because it gives us all step by step instructions for how to sail in King
Harbor.  I’ve raced up their years ago in my Snipe, and thoroughly en-
joyed myself, so don’t let your misconceptions about the Santa Monica
bay keep you from coming to the championships.  Even if you don’t care
for the conditions, remember that we’ll all be playing on a level playing
field, sailing in the same conditions, so just get over it, and come!  I’m
going to tape the “how to” articles by Folkman and Mayol to my bulkhead,
and just watch the numbers and follow the instructions.  Who know, it
could be me winning the class championships!  (yeah right, that’s going to
happen!)
Cal 20’s are club racers at their finest... get out and enjoy yours.

Dues are past due...

The treasurer is getting cranky!!!
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...continued on page 5

king harborlocal knowledge

By Mark Folkman

With the North American Championships being
held at King Harbor this year it seems an appropriate
time to give a tour of the local conditions. Here’s what I
think I know about sailing in King Harbor.

The Venue
King Harbor is a small boat harbor near the

southern end of Santa Monica Bay.  In July the air will
be 65 F to 75 F, the breezes generally 6 to 12 knots
from the SW, the ocean (yes, we sail in the open ocean)
will have a short chop of 1 to 2 foot wind waves with a 1
to 2 foot swell. King Harbor, as with most of Santa
Monica Bay, is somewhat famous for the short choppy
conditions. More on this later. The ocean temperature
will be in the 66 F to 72 F range. The scenery is domi-
nated by the Palos Verdes Peninsula to the South and
the beautiful beaches along the coast. Sounds idyllic,
huh?

The Wind
The sea breeze generally starts from the South

in the early morning and will clock to the SW about the
time of the first start. The Palos Verdes land mass domi-
nates the wind direction. If the wind is South of about
245 magnetic, it ‘bends’ around the peninsula. As a
result the wind offshore will be further from the South
than the wind inshore. Usually you will find the wind at
the weather mark to be about 5 to 10 degrees left of
the wind at the starting area. This is why on a typical
day in King Harbor you will hear the saying ‘Go left or
go home’. The closer the race course is located to Palos
Verdes the greater the effect. If the races are held off
the Hermosa Beach Pier (a likely location) the effect is
generally 5 degrees or less over a windward leg.

This is not to say that there aren’t oscillations –
there are. As with most west coast areas the wind os-
cillates +/- 5 to 10 degrees over a 2 to 4 minute period.
If you get a bad start and the oscillation is left you can
still tack right for a short period and recover. However,
stay to the right up the remainder of the first leg and
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...continued from page 4

you will be deep at the upwind mark.
Sometimes the wind fills late and doesn’t com-

plete the clocking to SW before the first start.  In this
situation the left side will still be favored except when
the wind suddenly makes a big clocking step to the
SW.  If you are at the extreme left when this happens
you will not be happy – probably your throw out race.

If the wind is West of about 245 degrees mag-
netic the opposite effect occurs.  The wind will gener-
ally shift 5 to 10 degrees right  as you proceed up the
first leg.  This condition tends to happen later in the
afternoon, usually after 2:30 or 3:00.  It only happens
about 20% of the
days.  Often this
condition is accom-
panied by a few
knot increase in
wind speed.

So, to sum-
marize, if the wind is
left of 245 magnetic,
play the oscillations
to the left side of the
course, and if the
wind is right of 245
magnetic, play the
right.  On the down-
wind leg, you can
expect the same ef-
fect.  Therefore, you should play the oscillations to the
right (South) side of the downwind leg for a wind direc-
tion less than 245 magnetic, and vice-versa for wind
greater than 245 magnetic.

The Water
OK, I can already hear the whining about the

King Harbor chop.  If you haven’t been to King Harbor,
the 1 to 2 foot chop has a wavelength of about 25 feet,
just big enough for your Cal 20 to drop into the trough,
then get slammed by the next crest.  Kind of like driv-
ing your car through a series of speed bumps sepa-
rated by the car’s wheelbase.  This provides a real chal-
lenge, however.  Keeping your boat moving in these
conditions requires continually powering up, then flat-
tening and pointing, back and forth, to make good speed
while climbing to windward.  This is not a place to just
sheet in and keep the telltales flowing.  Work the sheets,
heel angle, and the tiller continuously to do well here.
This applies to both the upwind and downwind legs.

There is a modest current that is from NW to

SE across the race course.  On a big current day it can
be as much as ½ knot, so take care when setting up
on that layline for the windward mark.  A few bad waves,
the boat stops, the current takes over, and the next
thing you know you are rafted up to the buoy with 30
other crews yelling evil words at you.  Inshore near the
leeward mark the current will be negligible.  Sometimes,
depending on where the race course is located, there
can be a slight counter current Northward along the
coast.  This counter current, when in effect, is within ½
mile of the beach.  The SE current is always stronger
farther offshore, but there is no where to hide as you

go across the race course, so it tends to not be a big
issue.  Better to concentrate on the shifts and let the
current flow where it may.

The Fun
Having been raised sailing at King Harbor I am

no doubt biased, but this is really an interesting, chal-
lenging location to sail.  We have hosted the Cal 20
NA’s many times over the years, have excellent club
facilities (two hoists, low price bar with a killer view, hot
showers, parking, etc) and a nice race venue.  It takes
less than 15 minutes, worst case, to get out of the har-
bor, even in a Cal 20!  There’s rarely enough wind for
death and destruction but almost always enough wind
for good racing.  You won’t be ‘had’ by random 30 de-
gree wind shifts.  I suggest you put this year’s NA’s on
your calendar – you won’t be disappointed.

Another Viewpoint
by Kurt Mayol

Sailing at King Harbor is just like sailing in any So Cal venue. Typically, the
breeze builds from noon to three as a persistent right hand shift goes from the South
to the West. Early in the day look for puffs to come from the left side of the course,
and then later look to the West as the persistent shift goes right.  There are oscillations
so watch your compass. Make sure headers are not lulls because extra tacks in the
King Harbor slop don’t just hurt; they can kill.

The closer the course is set to Palos Verdes the more the left will pay upwind.
If the course is closer to “S” mark beware of swell rebound off the breakwall. Finally,
sail on the hot side of the groove upwind, this means both telltales straight back at
least until you are up to speed. This is the only way to get through the King Harbor
washing machine.
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Mast Tube
SAVE YOUR RIG!

Non-metallic combination compression tube/thrust washer
prevents metal-to-metal contact at the critical spreader joint.

Two-piece design is easily installed when you service your mast.

No more ugly welding jobs.
ONLY $15.00 per set…

Send check or Gurden Hutchins (Fleet #3)
money order to: 7319 Conestoga Way

San Diego, CA 92120-1312
(619) 265-8869

…continued on page 7

good lanes

Seal’s Spars & Rigging
Since 1970 your source for Cal 20 parts and spars

Check out our web site at

http://members.aol.com/sealsspars/

If you have any questions, give us a call.

Steve Seal       510-521-7730

By Brad Read

Reprinted from

Getting and keeping clear air—
particularly at the start and on the
laylines—is a critical aspect of
successful performance upwind
and down

One of the things you constantly hear good
sailors talking about on the water are “lanes,” like
lanes of traffic on the road. Good lanes and bad
lanes are determined by the position of your boat

relative to the com-
peting boats around
you. Upwind, a good
lane is one that
allows your boat to
sail without any
effect from other
boats. In this case,
no boats would be
directly in front, to
windward, or imme-
diately to leeward of
you. This is a situa-
tion where the only
things dictating how
you sail your boat

are the wind and the waves, and you’re able to sail
unaffected by other boats—what I would call sailing
“normally.” When you have boats nearby that are
influencing your wind and giving you bad air, you
must react by making some alterations in your
course, and sail trim to ameliorate the problem.

Sailing upwind is sometimes the most difficult
aspect of boat-for-boat positioning to manage, but it’s
also the most straight forward. In almost every
situation, you will have to weigh the consequences of
getting out of a bad lane based on the traffic around
your boat and where you are relative to the next mark
of the course. For instance, if you are sailing all alone
and a boat comes along and tacks on your wind,
your next move is an easy choice—you need to tack.
To resume sailing “normally” upwind, tacking is
usually the best option for getting out of a bad lane.
Conventional logic dictates that any boat’s wind
shadow extends downwind and aft roughly 12 times
the length of that vessel’s mast. That measurement
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bad lanesand
...continued from page 6

diminishes in strong breezes, but the rule of thumb
still holds that if you’re less than eight boat lengths
from the boat ahead, your progress is going to be
adversely affected by its wind shadow. Still, there
might be a reason why you shouldn’t, or couldn’t,
tack when in a bad lane. Consider these possibilities:

1. Would you be tacking right into the bad
air of a boat already on the new tack?

2. Are you already making the mark and the
bad air you’re getting won’t cause that to change?

3. Do other boats around you have you
pinned in so that you can’t tack?

4. Would tacking cause you to sail away
from the mark and lose even more ground?

If any of the above situations happens to be
the case, you can take some comfort in knowing that
the best racers make bad lanes work for them. To

pick a good bail-out
spot from a bad lane,
these sailors continue
for a little while in that
lane as they keep an
eye out for a better
opportunity to get into
a good lane. But they
don’t just sit compla-
cently in that bad lane
in the mean time, they
alter the way they’re
sailing the boat to
minimize the effect of
the other boat’s wind
shadow. These sailors
will either sheet in and
pinch their boat higher
or ease sheets and
drive lower to “live” in
that lane a little longer.

Pinching up out of someone’s bad air or footing
through it are weapons every sailor needs to practice
and have in his or her arsenal to deal with the inevita-
bility of bad lanes.

One sailor I race against, Terry Hutchinson,
has an incredible knack for escaping bad lanes. At
the 1998 J/24 North American Championships in
Newport, RI, Terry was leading the event, and our

boat was about eight
points back in the stand-
ings. Going upwind in
one of the races, two-
thirds of the way up the
course, we saw Terry
coming at us about six
boat lengths behind. We
purposefully let him set
up to windward and
behind on a long star-
board tack toward the
mark. Then we took two
tacks to go “hit” him, and
put him directly into our
disturbed air. Terry
(whom I remember
being fairly animated
that we would do such a
thing), pinched up to a
position directly in our wake, and somehow managed
to hang in there in that mediocre lane. By doing that
he minimized his loss and remained on the closest

tack to the mark
The other thing

that Terry had going for
him by making that move
was that, by staying just
off of our hip (read
“quarter” if you’re
steeped in traditional
sailing terminology), he
used us as a “blocker.”
Boats that crossed
behind us but ahead of
him didn’t want to tack in
our bad air, so they
continued past Terry to a
lane where they couldn’t
affect his boat with their
bad air. Through com-
munication with his
tactician, Terry was able
to make the correct

decision and avoid losing a lot of positions by tacking
and over-standing the mark.

When directly astern of your
competitor, your options are
to pinch up into clear air or
tack.

When just to weather and
astern of your competitor,
your best option is to pinch
up into clear air.

When to leeward and behind,
the best way to get to a good
lane is to sail lower and faster
(footing) or tack away.

...continued on page 14
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the silver fleeta memo to

...continued on page 13

Re:  Getting Ready for the Big Regatta
The Fleet Championships are coming up

soon, and the Board members are sincerely hoping
that you plan to join us at King Harbor Yacht Club in
Southern California for the event. If you don’t plan to
come, please tell us why, and we’ll try to fix your
concerns for future years.

If, however, the reason you’re not planning to
come is because you’re in a grump that “the hotshots
are gonna win all the trophies”, then this memo is
intended to change your attitude and give you some
hints for how you can win trophies, too.

Let’s start by getting right down to basics: 
there is no way the hotshots are gonna get all the
trophies, because some of the
trophies are only accessible to
members of the Silver Fleet.  The
only way the hotshots would have
access to the Silver Fleet trophies
is if they foul up so badly in the
Friday qualifying that they don’t
make Gold Fleet—and if that
happens, they’ll probably get into
a grump and not race anyway. 
Those trophies belong to the
Silver Fleet, and you’re going to
have fun going after them, be-
cause the Silver Fleet will be big
enough to have some real com-
petitive racing.

It’s important, however, to
have realistic expectations when
going into a big regatta with a lot of boats.  Every-
body else wants to be at the front of the pack, too. 
The folks who take home hardware are the ones who
work the hardest for it—and we don’t just mean on
the weekend of the Regatta.

In the first of these memos, I alluded to two
kinds of effort that my skipper and I devote to making
our Cal 20 go faster:  We spend time maintaining and
upgrading the boat, and practice time on the water.
Indeed, these are the only two real differences
between the Gold Fleet hotshots and the Silver
Fleet:  the hotshots have worked on their boats, and
spent lots of time on the water in their boats.  Maybe
you don’t see them spending lots of time practicing
now, but they have “paid their dues” in the past,

some of them for most of their lives, starting when
they were little kids.

At this point, so soon before the Class Cham-
pionships, if you haven’t already spent time working
on your boat to make her fast, it’s a little late to start
now.  Put “boat work” on your list of things to do for
next year.  For the time available between now and
the Championships, you will get the most return on
your investment of time if you focus on practice.

There are two kinds of practice.  If you and
your crew occasionally have poor tacks and muffed
mark roundings, the most important kind of practice
you can do is to get out on your boat with your crew
and do maneuvers.  Tack, tack, tack, tack.  Tack
some more.  Tack again.  Tack as soon as the jib is
cleated off from the prior tack.  Tack until your tongue

is hanging out from tacking too
much.  Then tack some more. 
Tack until it is easy to tack, until
you don’t have to think about
tacking. Then work on technique. 
How can you steer through the
tack to make it easier for the crew
in different wind conditions?  What
can your crew do to pull the jib
across faster?  Work on tacking
consistently—the tiller straightens
out with the tell-tales streaming
exactly right every time; your crew
takes the same number of pulls
on the sheet, elbows not hitting
anything, the clew snapping in to
exactly the same spot every time. 
You and your crew move across
the cockpit as if you had choreo-

graphed a dance.
When you need a break from tacking (or find

yourself close to a breakwater or beach), then prac-
tice windward mark roundings.  Over and over.  Pick
a mark, get about a hundred yards away from it on
the layline, round it as close as you can, sail about a
hundred yards, reach back to the layline, and do it
again.  And again.  Bear-away set, gybe set, more
sets.  Your goal is to have everything set in the
fewest number of boat lengths from the mark.  If it
doesn’t go smoothly, work out different ideas until it
does, then practice what works, over and over until
it’s automatic.

And when you tire of that, gybe, gybe, gybe. 

by Anita Gale
Cal 20 Association Secretary
anita.e.gale@boeing.com

The folks who
take home hard-

ware are the
ones who work
the hardest for

it—and we don’t
just mean on the
weekend of the

Regatta.
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Then leeward mark roundings; starboard approach,
port approach, even starboard and port roundings
(for when you’re in a regatta with gates).

Whew!  That’s a lot of practice!  And you
haven’t even started on the second kind of practice,
which is tuning practice.  For this, it is best to go out
with another boat, and the two of you pace together;
you and the other crew can take turns as “control
boat” and “test boat”.  The “control boat” crew sets
the sails in an appropriate configuration for the
conditions, and steers fast without changing any-
thing.  The “test boat” lines up on a parallel course,
and tinkers with the controls to see what will bring
more speed.  When the “test boat” is happy with a
configuration or starts pulling away, her crew can
signal to the “control boat” to switch roles.  It is
important in this kind of practice to not let the two
boats get too far apart; a boat that starts getting
ahead can luff sails, pull head to wind, or do a dough-
nut to let the other team catch up.  If you can get out
with more than one other boat, your sessions may
not have the discipline a “control boat” provides, but
you can still learn a lot if the boats stay together,
tinkering with controls to get more speed. If you don’t
find another boat and crew to do tuning practice with
you, then consider using some races as practice

...continued from page 8

sessions—you know that the other boats will be
sailing their best (sometimes tuning practice is a
failure due to sandbagging by a crew).  If you can
spend part of a leg near one of the “hotshot” boats,
take a close look at where they have set their con-
trols, and the shapes of their sails.  Using a race as
tuning practice is not giving up; indeed, we have
found that sometimes deciding to treat a race as
tuning practice will enable us to relax and observe,
and we actually do better than if we had tried to do
well.

Our preference is that any one practice day is
either a maneuver practice or a tuning practice; we
don’t try to focus on too many things in any one day. 
So we have described two days of practicing to do
with your crew.  And that won’t be enough.  Practice
as many days as you can.  When can you quit prac-
ticing?  Spanish violinist Pablo Sarasate said, upon
being called a genius by a critic, “For 37 years I’ve
practiced 14 hours a day, and now they call me a
genius!”  There will be a time when you have done
enough practicing that you come to wear your boat
like skin, and then you can skip a practice session
every once in a while without losing performance.

So, are you ready?  We’ll see you out on the
practice course, and on the race course, too!

racing rulesthe new Reprinted from

By Dobbs Davis

...continued on page 12

The 2001-2004 rule changes that apply to starting sequences are
the ones that appear to have created the most confusion. 

Starting this week and lasting through the
next four years, the new Racing Rules of Sailing will
be in effect. These new rules (often abbreviated as
the RRS) are on the whole not substantially different
than the 1997-2000 edition, but there are some
important changes that will affect all sailors.

While the RRS is divided into seven Parts, 16
Appendices, and is spread over 150 pages, most
sailors’ familiarity with the RRS involve their use of
Part 2—When Boats Meet. These are the rules used
most often by sailors in tactical decisions, and by
judges and umpires when those decisions may be in
dispute. Here’s a review of the Part 2 changes and
some thoughts on their application. New wording is
underlined, and defined terms are in italics:
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Alamitos Bay, CA by Glenn Selvin
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San Francisco, CA by Howard Martinbuzzfleet

Alamitos Bay Yacht Club has revived their
Chapped Cheek Series, held three different Satur-
days but comprising a series.  We’ve been averag-
ing only about six boats, but everyone of us that did
sail thoroughly enjoyed ourselves in the gorgeous
spring weather.  Dick Edwards is smokin’, and won
the event, followed by some pretty stiff talent with

Ron Wood, Chris Wells, John Merchant, and Marty Vogel
chasing right behind!

We’ve also been sailing with the Etchells in what is
my favorite type of racing, that being a low key, pay $5 at
the door, and go out and play.  There’s no trophies... hell,
there’s no scoring for that matter.  Just good clean fun out
sailing with our friends!  Now, what could be better than
that!

Summer officially starts tomorrow night, with the
coming of Long Beach Yacht Club’s summer extravaganza,
Wet Wednesdays.  This is always a big Cal 20 event, and
always promises great summer breezes, with breeze spelled
with a sometimes capital BIG!

Get out and enjoy yourself... it’s going to be a great
summer!
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Newport Harbor, CA  by Tom Fischbeck

Fleet #2 is warding off Harbor 20’s everyday! Stan
Susman just purchased a Cal 20 and will be racing
Wednesday or Thursday night through out the sum-
mer. We have a minor fleet going over at the Ameri-
can Legion Yacht Club. Jim O’Connor has 3 boats
sailing on Monday nights and will sail on Wednes-
day or Thursday as well. We are still alive and look-
ing forward to the 40th anniversary of the Cal 20! Af-

ter all, the very first Cal 20 Nationals were held in Newport
Beach in 1961! Happy 40th to the California Twenty! Hats
off to William Lapworth, lets invite him this year to class
championships, I think it would be nice!

A group of ten racers made the trip to
Kaneohe Bay October 5th on the north shore of Oahu
to rekindle the San Francisco Bay – Kaneohe Cal
20 team race challenge that has gone on since the
early sixties. In the past, one year it would be here
in the bay and the following year it would be held in

Kaneohe. The challenge had lapsed for a couple of
years.

We arrived on Thursday morning and by
early afternoon three boats of us were practicing on
Kaneohe Bay. On Thursday evening, a Hawaiian
welcome party was hosted by John Myrdal in Kilua.
The trophy was put on display, gifts were exchanged
and after a grand evening with old friends, it was time
to race. Six races were scheduled for Friday and six
for Saturday.

There had been a weather disturbance but
the trade winds filled back in the day we arrived pro-
viding that great Hawaiian breeze alone with the spirit
of being welcomed. It took little time to establish the
fact we had met our challenge in that the Kaneohe
team captured 11 points by lunch time. Score was
Kaneohe - 11, SF - 1. Bruce Bradfute and his crew
were well covered most the time but managed to score
the one point. After a great lunch and refueling with
hope, the afternoon proved to be more of a learning
experience with the Hawaiians capturing all points.
1 point as recaptured by winning a protest, making
the Friday score 22 to 2.

Dick Taylor came down with flu Saturday
morning leaving us short handed. Jim Case and Chip
Gunther of the Kaneohe team and being both fine
gentlemen crewed for John Fox. The challenge was
won by the Kaneohe team in the first race 4 to zip.
Two more races were held to finish off a lovely morn-
ing on the water. One race was a team race with two
San Francisco boats joining the Kaneohe team. The
final race was a fleet race.  We retired to the club for
lunch and helped put the boats away.

Little did we realize our greatest lesson of
the trip was yet to be learned while giving one of the
Cal 20 owners feed back on the condition of his boat
over a fine Hawaiian drink at the bar. After racing his
boat for two days, the fact was being pointed out that
duck tape in many areas of the boat and on the sails
that was keeping the boat from literally falling apart
was just perhaps not the ultimate example of boat
safety. The Skipper replied by telling us, we perhaps
did not understand the philosophy the vessel oper-
ated under. Then he shared the lesson, “Why fix it
right?  When you can fix it right now !” Suddenly

Team Racing Trip to Kaneohe Bay

...continued on page 11

The Executive Board of the Cal 20 Class Asso-
ciation wants you!!!  If you love sailing your
boat, and if you want to help the Cal 20 Class
continue to grow and to flourish, consider
joining the board to help lead the way into the
future.  Contact the Class President, Doug
McLean, at rigo9@aol.com if you"re interested
in running and becoming involved!
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laughter filled the Hawaiian air and the smiles reappeared
after defeat. Later that evening, a grand party was held by
Kaneohe Cal 20 fleet Captain Joe Cochran and his lovely
wife Renee. Great food and friendship was sealed by pre-
senting the trophy back to the Kaneohe club with the condi-
tion they accept the challenge for next year here in the San
Francisco Bay.

Each of us enjoyed the trip and the hospitality by
each of our hosts. Now the challenge comes of getting out
practicing and scheduling for 2001.

Team members were: Nicola La Flert, John Fox,
Vince McPeek, Byron & Theresa Jonk, Wayne, Betty, & Nate
Phillips, Dick Taylor, Bruce Bradfute, Matt Lessin and Vir-
ginia Hoy, Amy Martin and myself.

buzzfleet
...continued from page 10

An Invitation to San Francisco Sailors
by Vince McPeek

The Cal 20 is a bathtub-shaped mini-cruiser that
handles like an El Toro, Byte, or Laser Radial. Its reduced
sail-plan and overweight cast-iron bulb keel, and large rud-
der is typically raced withyou a spinnaker in class competi-
tion. Originally the boat was intended for a man or woman to
race and cruise some. The boat moves about 5 knots given
any kind of breeze. The Cal 20 is a tactical boat, you have
to think your way around the course. The Cal 20 attracts
sailors from 15 to 70 years and from 125 to 250 pounds.
They’re great all-around boats.

For the 2001 sailing season San Francisco Bay Cal
20 Fleet’s objective is to encourage and promote the devel-
opment and racing of small one-design yachts. We welcome
other fleets  like Mercury and Santana 22 fleets to partici-
pate and help share the costs of fleet races. Cal 20 owners
come join us!!!    If you are interested in sailing  Cal 20s
e-mail us. The San Francisco Bay Cal 20 Fleet email
address is:    kirkham.ewind.com/user/sfcal20
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Vancouver, BC by Janet Stamper

Canadian

Championships

August 18-19

Vancouver, BC

Fleet 38 Vancouver wound up their 5-day Bill
Brassington Spring series April 8th, with a great
day of racing under sunny skies. During the
series, 17 races were completed, allowing 4 throw-
outs. This enabled “T Rex” #539 skippered by

Mark Allison with cew Colin Jackson to win the series –
they had to miss the first day because of mast problems.
2nd and 3rd spots see-sawed between “Osiris” #987 Ed
Chessor and “Kantate” #115 Janet Stamper. “Osiris” won
out by half a point.

Results:
T Rex 539 Mark Allison 18.25
Osiris 987 Ed Chessor 22.50
Kantate 115 Janet Stamper 23.00
dot.comical 707 John Charlesworth 55.00
Caliope 55 Sebastian Salm 56.00
Callaloo 163 Zenon Samila 60.00
Calamari 20 Mitchell/Seymour 65.00
Wingate 299 Ladi Astrab 105.00

Numbers were way down for the series for various
reasons but the missing skippers are being encouraged to
ready their boats for the WAVES Regatta June 23/24
hosted by Royal Vancouver Y.C. and then the Canadian
Cal 20 Championship Aug. 25/26 hosted by Fleet 38/
RVYC in English Bay.

The Fleet held their A.G.M. after racing. Officers
elected for 2001/2002:
Fleet Captain Ed Chessor, Measurer Zenon Samila,
Treasurer John Goffe Members at Large Colin Jackson
and Janet Stamper.

Been working too much this year?
Too many honey-do"s?  Yard work
been gettin" ya down?  We"d sure love
to see you at the Class Champion-
ships, so contact any of us on the
board if you haven"t sailed your three
races.  We just want you to come on
down, race the Championships, and
have fun!

NEXT DEADLINE:
AUGUST 10, 2001



cal 20 news • june 2001 • page 12

racing rulesthe new
...continued from page 9

According to new Rule 16.2, the starboard-
tack boat (S) must not force the port-tack boat
(P) to take additional action in order to keep
clear if the two boats are crossing after the
starting signal.

The new wording for Rule 17.1
helps clarify the rights in a slam-
dunk situation.

RRS 16.2 “Changing Course: In addition,
when after the starting signal, boats are about to
cross or are crossing each other on opposite tacks,
and the port-tack boat is keeping clear of the star-
board-tack boat, the starboard-tack boat shall not
change course if as a result the port-tack boat would
immediately need to change course to continue
keeping clear.”
This rule was added only two years ago as a result of
concern over so-called “hunting” by the starboard
tack boat, in which aggressive moves by the right-of-
way boat might be performed in such a way to pre-
vent the port-tack boat from completing her obligation
to keep clear. Note that this rule only applies after the
starting signal, but also only when “boats are about to
cross or are crossing each other on opposite tacks.”
Now, “about to cross” is the phrase that will meet with
debate, since it will vary with the types of boats
involved and their maneuverability in the existing
conditions. As shown here (at right), this rule will
constrain the starboard-tack boat S, either upwind or
downwind, to not force the port-tack boat P to have

to take additional ‘avoiding action’ (the phrase used
to describe ‘keeping clear’) if P is initially keeping
clear.

RRS 17.1 “On the Same Tack—Proper
Course: If a boat clear astern becomes overlapped
within two of her hull lengths to leeward of a boat on
the same tack, she shall not sail above her proper
course while they remain overlapped within that
distance, unless in so doing she promptly sails astern
the other boat. This rule does not apply if the overlap
begins while the windward boat is required by Rule
13 to keep clear.”

The new sentence in this rule was intended to
clear up difficulties under the old wording of this rule
on how rights change in a slam-dunk tack. As Figure
3 shows, when S tacks to port close enough to P to
have not completed her tack before P becomes
overlapped to leeward (but not so close to have not
kept clear while tacking, as required by Rule 13),
then P will not be constrained to sail her proper
course, and may luff S.
Also, the addition of the word “promptly” was in-
tended to allow an overlapped boat to leeward the
opportunity to pass the windward boat, either by
passing to weather or by tacking.

...continued on page 13



cal 20 news • june 2001 • page 13

racing rulesthe new

RRS 19.1 “Room to Tack at an Obstruction:
The hailed boat shall…(b) immediately reply ‘You
tack’, in which case the hailing boat shall tack as
soon as possible and the hailed boat shall give room,
and Rules 10 and 13 do not apply.”
The words ‘as soon as possible’ have replaced
‘immediately’ so as to give the hailing boat a more
reasonable amount of time to tack in the prevailing
conditions.

RRS 20 “Starting Errors: A boat sailing
toward the pre-start side of the starting line or its
extensions after her starting signal to comply with
Rule 29.1 or 30.1 shall keep clear of a boat not doing
so until she is completely on the pre-start side.”

This rule now allows a boat returning to the
start after having broken the I-Flag Rule (30.1) rights
to do so, provided it is in the minute just prior to the
starting signal.

RRS 20 “Penalty Turns: A boat making a
penalty turn shall keep clear of one that is not.”
The wording was changed simply to make ‘penalty
turn’ singular rather than plural, since there are times
when only a single turn is required.

That’s it for the changes in Part 2, but there
are others that may affect all of us as well. The most
noticeable may be the new default starting system in
Rule 26 of Part 3, Conduct of a Race. Gone are the
blue, yellow, red or white starting shapes we’ve all
grown so accustomed to. These are replaced by
class flags and sound signals at five, four, and one
minute prior to the start. The new system gives race
managers more flexibility in staggering multi-class
starts at big events, and has been successfully
adapted in San Francisco as well as other venues for

over a year now. See the sidebar on page 14 for a
digest of the new system.

While ISAF generates a universal set of rules,
each Member National Authority (like US SAILING in
the US) can issue prescriptions that apply in that
country. Those just issued by US SAILING are
available now on their website (ww.ussailing.org). Of
particular note is that what was once called Competi-
tor Eligibility Review from the old Appendix R is now
called Competitor Classification in a new Appendix P.
Other US-prescribed appendices include Appendix F,
Appeals Procedures, and Appendix Q, Sound-Signal
Starting System.

An ISAF rule that generated some contro-
versy recently was Rule 75.2 in Part 6, Entry and
Qualification, which specified that competitors must
comply with Appendix 2, the ISAF Eligibility Code.
This Appendix, which is not to be modified by Sailing
Instructions or NMA prescriptions, specifies that a
competitor must be a member of an MNA in order to
compete in one of several specified events (Olym-
pics, World Championships, etc.). This made many
sailors feel uneasy, so US Sailing has prescribed that
any violation of Rule 75.2 will be no more serious
than a warning.

Officials at US SAILING have said that they
will have rulebooks available by the end of April,
indicating that the new version will be pocket-sized
and bound instead of stitched with staples. To re-
serve a copy, contact US SAILING, but if you can’t
wait, go to the ISAF website at www.sailing.org where
you can download and print a copy.

...continued from page 12

Under the revised Rule 19.1, if L
hails for room to tack and W re-
sponds “You tack,” L must tack as

New prescriptions regarding competitor eligibility for 2001-2004
have evoked much consternation from veteran racers. For now,
US SAILING says violations of rule 75.2 won’t constitute a
capital offense. 
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bad lanes
It’s just that kind of heads-up thinking regarding boat-for-boat positioning that can make for real gains on the
racecourse. The next time you’re out racing in a fleet of boats, pay close attention to the boat-for-boat dynam-
ics and you’ll see how the most successful sailors use their positioning to great advantage. After you do this
for a while, you’ll begin to see the chess element of the sport at work where sailors are thinking several moves
ahead to anticipate what their options will be further up the leg.

In the mean time, here’s a quick reference chart that you can consult for understanding the relative
merits of a particular position on the racecourse:

good lanes and
...continued from page 7

• Ahead and to leeward of a group in a lift (assuming the wind will shift back) Good

• Ahead and to leeward of a group in a lift, but on the layline so you must tack to the mark. Bad

• Directly downwind of a competitor going upwind. Bad

• To leeward and behind a competitor going upwind. Bad

• First at the Weather Mark Good

• First to the dock and the beer tent Good

• First to the dock and the beer tent because you were black-flagged in the final race Bad

racing rulesthe new
...continued from page 13

A Whole New Ballgame

Change is good, right? Well it better be, because now, unless otherwise amended by the
sailing instructions, starting sequences will happen much more quickly. You’ll need to keep your
eyes on the committee boat. Here’s how ISAF’s new Rule 26 will work:

Signal Flag and Sound Minutes to go

Warning Class flag; 1 sound five

Preparatory P, I, Z, A with 1 or black
flag; 1 sound four

One-minute Preparatory flag removed
1 long sound one

Starting Class flag removed;
1 sound zero

The warning signal for each succeeding class shall be made with or after the starting signal of
the preceding class.
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CAL 20s (or equipment)  FOR SALE

Set of used Cal 20 Sails for sale $300.  Call Tom at 949-
650-4311, E-mail: tomfslusa@email.msn.com (Tom
Fischbeck)

Cal 20 #429—3 sets of sails, including 155% genoa. New
windows, all cushions, in water, bottom cleaned monthly,
no trailer. Boat is in very good condition. $800. Also, 4
stroke 1996 Johnson 8hp long shaft outboard motor w/
tank. Low hours, $995. Call Scott Fleener 562-421-0038.
Email:  Xcrabber@aol.com

NOT A CAL 20...but a great deal....
1964 Cris Craft - 18’ Super Sport - excellent condition.
18th of 73 made. Original Chevy 327 engine re-built.
Trailer included. Priced for a quick sale at $12,000.
Greg Clinton (562) 547-3799 or sharonpea@aol.com

1963 Cal 20 - For Sale - All Coast Guard equipment on
board. Jib and main in fair condition. Outboard is 4HP
Suzuki. Asking $1000 - Call Carol Woulds (619) 221-8286
Website/e-mail - http://www.marinasailing.com

CAL 20 #350 - Built in 1964. Trailer built in 1969. Boat
refitted 3 years ago, new paint inside and out, removed
keel, sand blasted it, shaped and faired it, new stainless
steel keel bolts, all new stainless bolts to replace deck
fittings, new lines, split backstay, new fiberglass rudder, 4-
1 jib purchase. Engine is 6 hp Evenrude (in need of tune
up and probably points).  Will not be selling trailer sepa-
rately. $3,750 for complete package. Call for details, too
many to mention here. Randall Scott (503) 284-4123
Email  -  randall@onwinc.com

EQUIPMENT WANTED
Looking for a copy of manual & specs , and old stand-
ing rigging for pattern for new rigging for Cal20 project.
Craig Rethorn 626-446-9222 or cre@earthlink.net

Wanted - A Cal20 rudder, shaped and ready to race.
Please call Steve (Fleet 38, Vancouver,BC) at 604-826-
6606 or Email scropper@uniserve.com with description
and asking price.

Cal 20 Wanted - Portland, OR area - Carl Hollstein
(H) 503-579-4655 (Cell) 503-703-9000
carl@chollstein.com

Looking for daniellebaldwin@aol.com  - You were
looking for a boat but your e-mail address was incorrect.
Please contact us.

FREE CLASSIFIED ADS
(private parties only)

Sharon Pearson • 562-493-1995

E-mail: sharonpea@aol.com

Next Deadline: August 10, 2001

cal 20 class association
membership application

Cal 20 News Deadline
• August 10

Class Championships
• July 27-29

Canadian Championships
• August 18-19

Kaneohe Invitational
• October 5-7

US Championship of Champions
• October 10-14

ABYC Turkey Day
• November 17-18

classif iedf r e e

Please check one : •   New Application •  Continuing Membership

• $25 Active Member - Must be at least 1/3 owner of a Cal 20

• $20 Unattached Member - Active Member whose boat is not within the area of
an active fleet (Includes Corinthian Fleet Members)

• $20 Associate Member - Non-owner who is crew on a specific Cal 20

• $20 Sustaining Member - Non-owner interested in the welfare of the Cal 20 class

ALL MEMBERS RECEIVE THE CAL 20 NEWS

Name ____________________________________________ Fleet # _____________

Street Address _________________________________________________________

City _____________________State/Province _ Zip Code ______ Country ________

Home Phone (          ) _________________ Work Phone (          ) ________________

E-Mail ________________________________________________________________

Sail Number __________ Boat Name ________________________ Ownership % ___

Please send this form along with proper U.S. funds to local fleet captain or class treasurer.

datesimportant

RACING CAL FOR SALE  - Sails are good, several sets.
Ullman jib virtually new. Boat and rigging in good shape.
Trailer and 3.5 hp motor. Would like to sell all together but
will consider selling separately. Willing to listen to any
offer.   E-mail: reidkc@aol.com
Reid Casey - (W) 510-577-6777 X 229, (H) 510-797-1028
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Cal 20 Class Association
c/o Paper Chase
6221 Dayman Street
Long Beach, CA 90815

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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LONG BEACH CA

from fleet 38…..
In the wake of the “Cal” names like
“Hysterical”, “Magical”, “Calamari”,
“Caliope”, “dot.comical, “Callaloo”
and “Radical” - meet the new boat
that is a product of too many hats
sitting on one side: “VertiCAL” -
Owned by Jordan J. Dobrikin a.k.a.
WIGNAW Navigation


